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We all like to be the center of attention. For some people, this is 

quite literal. They love being on center stage preforming. For others, it 
is more subtle. They love being recognized for all the charitable works 
that they do. Or, they love being considered the expert on the 
difference between right and wrong. All of us, deep down, like the 
focus to be on us in some way. Because of this, we like to consider 
ourselves central, normal, and right and others peripheral, abnormal, 
and somehow wrong. 
 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus had to decenter his own people who 
thought that all the attention should be on them. They alone wanted to 
be God’s favorites. Referencing Old Testament times, Jesus notes that 
there were plenty of widows among the chosen people during the time 
of Elijah, but Elijah was sent by God to help a widow outside of the 
chosen people, “a widow in Zarephath in the land of Sidon.” Likewise, 
Jesus says that there were plenty of lepers among the chosen people 
during the time of Elisha that needed healing, but none was healed but 
“only Naaman the Syrian.” In both instances, God’s attention went to 
the people considered peripheral, abnormal, and wrong. God centered 
on them. While these examples are a bit confusing and we may not 
grasp their full significance, the ending of the Gospel passage shows just 
how offended the chosen people were by Jesus’ words. It says, “when 
the people in the synagogue heard this, they were all filled with fury. 
They rose up, drove Jesus out of the town, and led him to the brow of 



the hill on which their town had been built, to hurl him down 
headlong.” His words almost got him killed! 

 
It is amazing how upset we can get whenever we are not always 

the center of attention. This is true not only on an individual level, but 
also on a societal level. As the spiritual author James Finley writes, 
“each society suffers from a we-have-finally arrived syndrome in which 
the attitudes, achievements and opinions held by that society are given 
a colossal significance that towers over what other societies say, think, 
and do.” (Merton’s Palace of Nowhere, 27) Whenever our society, 
country, or even church thinks that we have finally arrived, we assume 
that we are better than everyone else, that everything has to go 
through us first, and that we should be the standard for the rest of the 
world to follow. But as Jesus tells the chosen people, God can focus on 
others, too. 

 
Jesus tells us that we do not always have to be the center of attention. 
 
Do I always have to be the center of attention? Do I consider 

myself ‘normal’ and everyone else ‘abnormal’? How upset do I get when 
someone else gets attention? 

 
As we continue this mass, let us pray that we may not get upset 

whenever God focuses on other people. That is not love, for as St. Paul 
tells us, “love not jealous, it is not pompous, it is not inflated, it is not 
rude, and it does not seek its own interests.” Instead, let us pray for a 
love that never fails, one that allows others to become the center of 
attention for a while. 


